
celebrating1970s
9th May 1973

Family Housing Association 
(Salford) is formed with just 

nine homes. The office is at 431 
Chester Road, Old Trafford.

Later the same year it moves 
offices to Broad Street in Salford. 

1979
Irwell Valley Housing 
Association is born.

1980s
September 1980

Irwell Valley Housing Association now 
has more than 1,000 homes across 

Salford, Bolton and Bury.

It hits the headlines fighting against 
government cuts to housing 

association programmes.

The same year Heaton Court, an 
independent living scheme in Sale, 

Trafford, is opened.

 

1981
The first Resident Involvement 

Panel is launched. By 1992, 
the panel has more than 500 

members.

In July Eastwood Court in Bury is 
opened by Canon D.T. Eastwood.  

1978
 Peter Norman joins as 

Chief Executive. 1990s

July 1992
A new initiative with the National 

Children’s Home sees the 
association support young people 
leaving care with their first home.

1998
Northleigh House in Old Trafford – built in 

1978 – transfers to the association.

Irwell Valley Housing Association takes over 
241 homes that transfer to the association 

from Trafford Council.

In September, the Gold Service for customers 
is launched, offering rent rebates, quicker 

repairs and training opportunities in return for 
keeping a clear rent account and homes in a 

good state of repair. 

It follows a summer of clean-up days across 
various neighbourhoods as part of operation 

‘New Start’.

 

1999
The refurbishment of homes 
on the Broomwood Estate in 

Timperley begins.
Residents of the Sale West estate 
in Trafford vote ‘yes’ on a postal 
ballot for Irwell Valley Housing 
Association to take over 1,630 
homes from Manchester City 

Council.

2000s
March 2000

The Sale West estate is taken 
over and a three-year, £25m 

programme of work to improve 
and regenerate the homes and 

estate is launched.

2003
Shore Green, supported housing 

for those with dementia, is opened 
by Princess Michael of Kent.

The same year Queensberry 
Place in Bury is opened offering 

accommodation for young people 
with additional needs. 

 

April 2005

Around 900 homes in Haughton 
Green are transferred from 

Manchester City Council, including 
the three iconic high-rise blocks.

The £21m refurbishment and 
regeneration of the area includes 

creating two-bedroom homes from 
the previous bedsits and the areas 

around the Tatton Road shops.

 

September 2006
A resident conference 
is held at Manchester 

Town Hall.

2009
The Irwell Valley Golden 
Foundation is launched 
providing grant funding 

to customers and 
community groups. 

We remain committed to enabling people 
to live well in their home and community 

both now and in the future. 

For more information visit www.irwellvalley.co.uk or connect with us on social media @IrwellValleyHomes.

April 1975
A newspaper jobs notice 

advertises for housing trainees 
on a salary of £1,800-£2,700. 

1982
Roman Court in Salford 

is launched, with 35 one-
bedroomed flats.

1988
Elms Farm, in Whitefield, 

opens with 47 one and two-
bedroom flats.

2013
Cladding to the Haughton Green high-
rises is added using funding from the 

Community Energy Saving Programme, 
with Magnolia Court in Trafford following 

in 2015.

27th May 1975
Family Housing Association (Salford) 
– now with it’s home at Warwickgate 
House in Stretford - is registered with 
The Housing Corporation under the 

Housing Act 1974.

1977
The association moves home to 

Brunswick House in Salford, where 
it remains for the next 17 years. 

1987
Irwell Valley Housing 
Association wins a 

Shelter award for its work 
tackling homelessness.

1995
The first Shared Ownership 

scheme is launched, with 20 two 
and three-bedroom homes in 

Farnworth, Bolton.
Prices started at £19,975 for 

a 50% share in the mews and 
semi-detached properties.

1995
Tom Manion joins as Chief Executive. 

Building work gets underway 
including Greenbank in Old Trafford 
– a supported housing scheme for 

homeless young people which opens 
the following year – and 24 homes on 

the Windsor Estate in Pendleton.

2019
Irwell Valley Homes moves to its current base 

at the Soapworks in Salford and shifts to 
agile working for colleagues.

The ‘Customer Offer’ is launched – setting 
standards in key areas which are reported 

quarterly to customers and the board. 
Performance against it is monitored by the 

Customer Offer Panel.

2020
A 5-year development strategy is approved – 

outlining delivery of 1,000 new homes at a cost 
of £130m.

In 2020/21 54 new homes are completed in 
Haughton Green and Hyde - with a further 246 

homes also on site.

Plans get underway for £50m regeneration of 
the Sale West estate in Trafford – including 
the delivery of more than 260 new homes, 

improvements to existing homes and the estate.

Ground-breaking research gathering baseline 
data to measure progress in tackling inequalities 

in the region and sector this is used by the 
National Housing Federation to develop their 

equality and diversity data tool.

 

2019
The refurbishment and refit of 

two 3-storey properties in Greater 
Clowes Street Salford creates 
the Moving On Up Project – a 
supported housing project for 
those with autism and ADHD. 

2021
Irwell Valley Homes becomes an early adopter 
of the Together with Tenants Charter - a sector-

wide initiative focused on strengthening the 
relationship between residents and housing 

association landlords.
Developments launched include: 
• 19 affordable homes Radcliffe

• 10 affordable homes in Prestwich.
• More than 100 homes for affordable rent and 

shared ownership in Bolton.
• Prefabricated ‘eco-homes’ in Radcliffe.

A partnership with Trafford Council secures 
£975,000 in grant funding from the Department 
for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to 
fund environmental enhancements to the Sale 

West estate.

 
2022

New affordable apartments are completed in 
Droylsden – widening reach into Tameside.

Customers move into the first new homes as 
part of phase 1 of the Sale West development.

New homes are completed in Haughton Green 
and customers move into them in time for 

Christmas.

The organisation achieves the Disability 
Confident Accreditation - recognising how it 
makes the workplace more accessible - and 
the Armed Forces Covenant Bronze Award - 

highlighting its commitment to supporting the 
Armed Forces community.

 

January 1993
In Salford alone, there are 
7,589 people on the city 

council’s housing waiting list.
Irwell Valley is one of 18 
Housing Associations 

working in the city, delivering 
homes to meet the demand 
– including 30 new homes 

in Greengate which are 
completed in spring 1993.

Lynne Sprigings join as Chief 
Executive, replacing Peter Norman. 
The association enters the digital 

age with the introduction of an 
integrated computer system. A 

quarterley newsletter for tenants is 
also launched.

2010s

2020s

1994
The organisation 
moves offices to 

Paragon House in 
Old Trafford, where 
it remains for the 

next 25 years.

1985
Irwell Valley Housing Association takes over 
the management of the New Urban Housing 
Association – homes include Seymour Court 

in Stockport and Alderfield House in Chorlton. 
In 1990 the homes of New Urban are officially 

transferred to Irwell Valley Housing Association 
– increasing the number of homes and variety of 

stock.

The same year Peterloo Court in Salford is built, 
offering 31 one and two-bedroom flats.

1990
Ainsdale Court in Bolton is 

opened with 33 flats.

2010
The Resident Scrutiny Panel 

- which reports directly to 
the Board of Management - 
is launched giving tenants a 

voice at the highest level of the 
organisation.

2018
The re-brand to Irwell 
Valley Homes takes 

place.

May 1989
The revamp of a once notorious 

Salford estate – The Barracks – is 
completed through a partnership with 

Salford City Council. 
The association will also go on to 
build new flats nearby in Regent 

Square Park.

1996
Plans are submitted and permission is 
given from Manchester City Council for 
34 homes in Roughey Gardens, Benchill 

to be transferred for refurbishment or 
demolition and re-building. 

In June the same year, the association 
sponsors The Big Issue’s ‘vendor 

development programme’.

2008 – 2012
As a result of the credit crunch and 

its impact on the housing market, the 
focus shifts to leasehold properties 
and Intermediate Market Rent. This 

includes buying and renting out 
buildings like Richmond Hill and 

Fourth Quarter in Salford.

January 2017
Current Chief Executive 

Sasha Deepwell joins Irwell 
Valley Homes, following the 
unexpected death of Tom 
Manion the previous year.

September 1991
The association has 3,000 homes 

across Greater Manchester, housing 
around 300 new tenants a year. 

Crompton Place, a development of 
22 flats in Bury, is launched. 

 

Today we provide 
affordable homes and 
services to over 20,000 
people across Greater 

Manchester.

2023
Further homes are completed in Haughton 

Green, quickly followed by affordable rent and 
shared ownership properties in Radcliffe.

The work on the Sale West estate wins 
Regeneration Scheme of the Year in the 

Northern Housing Awards and is highlighted 
in the Chartered Institute of Housing’s Good 

Practice Compendium for the North.

 


